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THE SCOOP

We Love Our Donors!
Last February, the advancement office began a new stu-
dent initiative with the goal of increasing awareness about
Augustana’s generous donors!

Our Love a Donor event took place during the first two
days of second semester.We invited our students to write
thank you notes to Augustana donors to be delivered as
Valentines later in the month.

Over 500 thank you notes were written by our students!
Here are a couple great examples:

“Thank you somuch for all of your support of Augustana! As
a student, I really appreciate the scholarships that I have and
am thankful for such a fantastic eduation.Without you, stu-
dentswouldbeburdenedwithmore debt andmore stress.Au-
gustana has provided me with a great start to my career,
amazing friends and faculty,and life long lessons. I hope you
remember that you are greatly appreciated and you are a
driving force behind Augustana and the success of its stu-
dents. Thank you somuch for all you do!!” ~ Ali

“My name is Lesyh Vosnyah, and I am a sophomore engi-
neering/physics major here at Augustana. This is a place
where I feel welcome as a part of the community,where pro-
fessors are approachable,and I can pursuemymusical inter-
ests in addition to academics.Because of generous people like
you, students like me are able to attend Augustana, despite
the ever-rising cost of higher education.Thank you so much,
andmay God richly bless you!”

This year’s Love a Donor event will take place February 5
and 6.We look forward to sending out even more thank
youValentines this year.Would you like a chance to receive
one of these heartfelt cards? Make a gift today at:
www.augielink.com/gift.

Yours, for Augustana,

Mary Toso, ’90 Director of Alumni Relations
mary.toso@augie.edu 605.274.4904

Travel the World with Augustana!
Opportunities to visit

Israel or China in January, 2015
Do you wish you could experience the expertise of Au-
gustana faculty now that you have more life experience
under your belt? We are providing the opportunity to do
just that with two travel offerings in January, 2015.

CHINA

The Augustana Band will travel to China during January,
2015 and invite interested alumni to come along.The Band
previously toured China in 2003 and 2007, performing to
sold-out audiences in China’smost significant concert and
music halls.Under the direction of Dr.Paul Schilf, the Band
is looking forward to returning to this exciting destination.
Augustana’s Brad Heegel ’76,will accompany the tour and
make arrangements for alumni traveling with the group.
To express interest in the trip, please contact Brad at
brad.heegel@augie.edu.

ISRAEL

There is no place on earth quite like Israel! Augustana
alumni are invited to come and experience the fascinating
roots of the three monotheistic religions, Judaism,Christi-
anity and Islam.You will come face-to-face with the mys-
terious intermix of religion,politics,and culture in the land
of Israel.We will visit Jerusalem, walk throughout the old
city, visit the holy sites of all three of the Abrahamic reli-
gions, see and touch the placewhere Jesuswas crucified at
the Church of the Holy Sepulcher,pray at theWesternWall,
visit the Holocaust memorial,YadVashem, take a boat ride
on the Galilee, and see the place called Masada, where
Jews refused to capitulate to Roman battalions.

An expert guidewill accompany the group at all times.Ad-
ditionally, two Augustana faculty members will be part of
the group: Dr.Murray Haar, Professor of Religion and Jew-
ish Studies, and his wife, Professor Jill Storm, Adjunct Pro-
fessor of Hebrew and Religious Studies.Dr.Haar has taken
students to Israel and visited Israel numerous times.He un-
derstands the religious and political makeup of Israel and
will be there to help you understand what you are seeing.
Prof. Storm has an expert knowledge of Biblical Hebrew
and is a passionate, exciting teacher. She will make every-
one aware of the beauty and mystery of the Hebrew lan-
guage. To express interest in this trip, please contact Mary
Toso atmary.toso@augie.edu.



Viking Days 2014

Mark your calendars for Viking Days this fall,
October 31 - November 2, 2014. Classes end-
ing in 4 and 9 will celebrate reunions. In addi-
tion, we will host an Honor Guard reunion for
alumni from the classes of 1963 and earlier.
Contact the Mary Toso at mary.toso@augie.edu
if you are interested in helping your class agent
with your reunion this fall.

Stay Connected!

Share your e-mail address with the alumni office to receive
frequent updates about Augustana News and Events.

Connect with Augustana on your favorite social media
sites:

Nominate a Classmate for an
Alumni Achievement Award

Each spring, the Augustana Alumni Council reviews nom-
inations for awards given to distinguished alumni during
Viking Days. The deadline for nominations is April 1 each
year. Do you know of an Augustana graduate who de-
serves recognition? Consider nominating him or her this
year.

Nomination forms are available at:
www.augielink.com/alumni-achievement-awards

Alumni Achievement Awards are presented each year to
Augustana alumni who have made outstanding contribu-
tions to their fields of endeavor, their communities,and/or
their churches. The recipients must be graduates of Au-
gustana College, excel in their careers, and exemplify one
of the values of the College:Christian Faith,Liberal Arts,Ex-
cellence, Community or Service.Normally, four alumni will
be selected each year for this award.

The Horizon Award is given to recognize young alumni
who have quickly demonstrated outstanding vocational
achievement, and have provided faithful service to their
community and/or church.The recipientsmust have grad-
uated from Augustana within the last 15 years, excel in
their careers, and exemplify one of the values of the Col-
lege: Christian Faith,Liberal Arts,Excellence,Community or
Service.Normally,one personwill be selected each year to
receive this award.

Alumni Council/GOLD Council
Interest Forms Being Accepted
Are you a passionate Augustana graduate who desires a
greater connection to your alma mater? Consider submit-
ting an interest form to join the Alumni Council or the
GOLD Council. The Alumni Council has members of all
graduating years,while the GOLDCouncil is for“Graduates
of the Last Decade”.

Alumni Council and GOLDmembersmeet twice each year
to provide insight and feedback to Augustana administra-
tors about college initiatives. Members are asked to initi-
ate and participate in alumni events in their respective
locations, promote the college to prospective students,
and encourage giving to Augustana while being donors
themselves. If you are interested in serving on either of
these Councils, complete an interest form and submit it by
April 1. Forms can be found online at:
www.augielink.com/council-interest, or
www.augielink.com/GOLD-interest.

Planned Giving Information
Available for Alumni

Leaving a legacy to Augustana College through a planned
gift is a wonderful witness to the importance of an Augus-
tana education. Consider a bequest in your will, IRA or re-
tirement accounts, charitable annuities or trusts as you
make plans for future giving. Visit www.augie.edu/gift or
contact us to learn more about:

• How to make a Perpetual Gift
• How to establish a scholarship
• How to include Augustana in your estate plans.

www.augiegiving.org
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