
 

 

May 2015 

 

Dear Augustana Academy Classmates of ’60, 

 

Several members of our class of ’60 have been communicating about the Academy Days reunion this July 

24th and 25th (2015). Since this is our 55th, our responsibilities are limited and the time will be for fun, 

relaxation and camaraderie. From enclosures in this mailing you will see that the formal Academy Day 

reunions will be ending in 2019.  While this is a sad announcement, reality speaks to the inevitable. We have 

this year and the years to 2019 for formal reunions; after that, and in our more advanced 70s, informal 

functions remain as options. 

   

Mary Toso, Augustana College Director of Alumni Relations, has again been very gracious and 

accommodating to our reunion plans, and is providing enclosed information, agenda, tickets, etc. regarding 

the weekend. Please make your reservations and purchase tickets in a timely fashion. The summer Augustana 

dining staff come on duty specifically for our reunion events so adherence to the deadline will be appreciated 

and essential. 

 

Also enclosed is a history/autobiography form. Class booklets are available for a small fee on the reservation 

form in the newsletter and make a nice keepsake of our time together. You may submit a bio and order a 

booklet even if you are unable to attend the reunion. Your bio will appear as submitted. 

 

We have reserved a block of ten rooms at My Place Economy Extended Stay Hotel in Sioux Falls; this block 

will be available until July 3, 2015.  The rate is $75.60 + taxes, double or single. A descriptive insert with 

reservation #s, email, directions, etc. is enclosed. My Place is new within the past year. It is not plush or 

fancy but is very comfortable. Please identify yourself as a member of the Augustana Class of ’60 when you 

contact My Place as there is another Augustana group headquartering at the hotel that weekend. You will 

find that the staff is very accommodating. Should you desire other accommodations, Sioux Falls has many 

possibilities. However, costs may be considerably higher; e.g., Holiday Inn Express (where we headquartered 

for our 50th) quotes a group rate of $149/night for a double room. The Good Samaritan Society no longer 

rents rooms, but Augustana College does have dorm rooms available. The end of July is a very busy time in 

Sioux Falls with many events, and the Sturgis 75th Motorcycle Rally begins in early August. You can expect 

increased traffic and high lodging demand. Call Marlin Fjelland (’60) if you have questions or need 

assistance: 605-228-8822 (cell), 605-532-5135 home/office, mtfjelland@gmail.com.   

 

Here is our Class of ’60 agenda as planned to date: Friday, July 24th, 6:30 pm—a light evening buffet event 

at Eloise (Spilde) and Ron Hefty’s home. Eloise and Ron have again extended an invitation to their home at 

2820 South St. Charles Lane, Sioux Falls.  If you need guidance or a map, contact Eloise at 

heftyseed@msn.com or call 605-539-1524. There will be a charge of $15/person for this event to be 

collected that evening; it is important that you do not include this fee with the Augustana meal reservations. 

To assist us with food/refreshment planning, please indicate your plans to attend.      

 

The rest of the weekend events will be outlined in Mary Toso’s reunion letter. At this point, the time after the 

Saturday banquet is open to suggestions. There are several options, including use of a room in the Commons 

to get together. 

 

Lyla Lerseth has volunteered to telephone canvas class members so you can expect a call from her regarding 

your plans. Hopefully, many of us can again share our memories, life events, and ongoing appreciation for 

our memorable days at Augustana Academy. 

 

Your Class of ’60 Planning Committee, 

 

Marlin Fjelland   Lyla Lerseth 

Eloise (Spilde) Hefty  Obed Nelson 

Dave Lerseth   Sandy (Almond) Severson 
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